• promote the delivery of appropriate health services to Aboriginal communities; • strengthen skills and commitment in quality improvement by increasing capacity to identify and monitor outcomes of care and service delivery, and manage and analyse information; • enhance information management and analytical skills, including development of new technologies to enhance health services' management.
It also supports the recently released Aboriginal Health Strategic Plan to:
• implement the recommendations of the Multilateral Agreement in relation to the protocols for the collection, 
ABORIGINAL HEALTH INFORMATION STRATEGY PROJECTS
The AHIS comprises six identified projects: The guidelines are the first of their kind in Australia. They aim to ensure consistency and good practice in the management of health and health-related information about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in NSW. In particular, the guidelines provide a framework and set of principles for the collection, ownership and use of information, as well as taking action on issues of confidentiality, privacy and consent. The guidelines briefly consider research involving Aboriginal peoples and communities, however there are national guidelines that provide more detailed information to assist researchers in this regard.
2
Since the guidelines were released, staff feedback has highlighted the need to clarify how the guidelines can be applied to various routine information processes. As a result, and to facilitate ongoing implementation of the guidelines, a simple flow-chart has been developed (see Figure 6 ). This diagram relates to all information collections owned or held by NSW Health. A copy of the guidelines and this flow-chart can be downloaded from the AHIS Intranet site. A copy of the guidelines alone, minus the flow-chart, can be downloaded from the AHIS Web site (see box below).
A review of the guidelines is scheduled for September 2000. The Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care has recently commenced work on the development of national data protocols for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health information. The review of the guidelines will provide an opportunity to incorporate any necessary changes arising from the national project, but also any changes identified by stakeholders as a result of practical application of, and experience with, the guidelines. This will be an important opportunity for NSW Health staff to provide feedback.
CONCLUSION
The guidelines are a useful resource for staff working in the provision of health services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, and for information custodians, information managers, epidemiologists, researchers and Research Ethics Committees.
Since the release of the guidelines, work has continued on the remaining AHIS projects. Priority is currently being given to Project 5: improving the under-recording of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin information in mainstream health information systems. Details of this work will be provided in a future publication of The Bulletin. 
